THE  REVOLUTION
the Terror, with the support of the National Guards of a bourgeois
section of Paris. This coalition obtained his execution and that of
his partisans, closed the clubs, and put an end to the Terror.
All the leading men in the Convention had been put to death.
Henceforward the survivors can scarcely be said to have had any
policy except that of keeping power in the hands of the republicans
and preventing the royalists from restoring the ancien regime.
They drew up a new Constitution (known as the Constitution of
the Year III), which divided the power between an elected Corps
tigislatif] Legislative Body, divided into two Councils (conseils),
and a Directoire extcutif (Executive Directory), consisting of five
members elected by the Convention and renewed by the Councils,
They were careful to elect none as Directors but 'regicides' (who
had voted for the death of the king) and to pass a resolution that
two thirds of the members of the Councils should be drawn from
the Convention.
All the upheavals carried out by force since 1789 had been the
work of insurgents or National Guards belonging to Paris; but
now the regular army began to take part in them. The first to set
the example was Barras, an ex-officer of noble birth, who, with
the object of checking an advance of the royalists upon the Con-
vention, sent for troops and placed them under the command of
Bonaparte, a temporarily unattached republican officer (1795).
This process was shortly to be repeated in 1797 and 1799.
jthe directory
Under the guidance of the nobles and priests, who were in touch
with the princes in emigration and had the support of England,
the opponents of the Governments continued to wage civil war in
the form of risings in the western part of the country, plots against
the Republic, acts of violence, and murders, the victims of which
were members of the elected administrative bodies, They had on
their side the majority of the electors, who were weary of the war
and full of discontent on account of the assignats, the crisis in trade,
and the general brigandage and disorder. The army, however,
was still republican. The Government responded by pitiless
measures of repression, executions of priests and imigfis^ the de-
vastation of the regions in which risings had taken place, and the
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